
Noon Bible Study: Revelation 22 (Part 1)
We have seen John’s description of the “holy city, the new Jerusalem” which will come out of heaven to the earth.  It was a city 
of perfection, beauty and glorious illumination by God himself.  It is in contrast to the city of Babylon which Revelation has 
spoken of at length.  In the age to come, there will be a literal city from which God will reign, but we also recognize that 
there is a symbolic contrast between the system of Babylon (the kingdom of this world) which is saturating our current world, 
and the kingdom of God (new Jerusalem) which will overtake and overwhelm the forces of darkness.

And so the reader is presented with a stark contrast through which a clear choice is presented.  Each person is either aligned 
with Babylon or the Kingdom of God, a child of darkness or a child of light (Acts 26:18; Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:5).  
Followers of Jesus are scattered throughout the realm of Babylon now, living as strangers and pilgrims (Hebrews 11:13; 1 Peter 
2:11) and called as ambassadors for king Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:20). Their “citizenship” is in heaven (Philippians 3:20), meaning 
they might reside in various nations of this world, this world is not their home, nor does it shape their identity.

However, a distinct difference between Babylon and the new Jerusalem is that there is no intermingling in the holy city.  All 
hints or whispers of evil will be extinguished so that only righteousness and holiness will remain.  Consider the following 
verses:

Matthew 13:41-43 - "The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling 
blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, 42 and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 "Then THE RIGHTEOUS WILL SHINE FORTH AS THE SUN in the kingdom of their Father. He who has 
ears, let him hear.

2 Peter 3:13 - But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.

Revelation 21:6-8 - Then He said to me, "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to 
the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 7 "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I 
will be his God and he will be My son. 8 "But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral 
persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is 
the second death."

Revelation 21:27 - and nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into (the new 
Jerusalem), but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life.

When God’s kingdom comes, when God’s will is done on the earth as it is in heaven, God will make all things new, and the old or 
former things (those things which are commonplace in our current age) will “pass away” (Revelation 21:1-5). What will remain 
will be a remade creation which will not only reflect God’s glory, but will also affirm God’s original intention for his 
creation.  And that brings us to Revelation 22.
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Revelation 22:1-5 - Paradise Restored

Q - What aspects of this description brings to mind God’s original creation in Eden?

It seems like Revelation 22 is describing a better version of the Garden of Eden which will serve as the forever home of God’s 
people.  Life and goodness are repeated themes and a ton of prophetic words are being referenced and fulfilled.  It might be a 
good exercise to read the fuller contexts of these sections, but let’s consider how much is culminating in this final chapter.  
Here are the major themes of these verses:

1 - River/Water of Life:  Water is a symbol of and a critical resource for life.  The absence of water is correlated to dryness 
and death. Scripturally, the Holy Spirit is often compared to flowing/living water.  Here is what God showed the prophet Ezekiel 
about the future:

Ezekiel 47:1-12 (NLT) - In my vision, the man brought me back to the entrance of the Temple. There I saw a stream flowing 
east from beneath the door of the Temple and passing to the right of the altar on its south side. 2 The man brought me 
outside the wall through the north gateway and led me around to the eastern entrance. There I could see the water flowing 
out through the south side of the east gateway.

3 Measuring as he went, he took me along the stream for 1,750 feet and then led me across. The water was up to my ankles. 4 
He measured off another 1,750 feet and led me across again. This time the water was up to my knees. After another 1,750 
feet, it was up to my waist. 5 Then he measured another 1,750 feet, and the river was too deep to walk across. It was deep 
enough to swim in, but too deep to walk through. 6 He asked me, "Have you been watching, son of man?" Then he led me back 
along the riverbank. 

7 When I returned, I was surprised by the sight of many trees growing on both sides of the river. 8 Then he said to me, "This 
river flows east through the desert into the valley of the Dead Sea. The waters of this stream will make the salty waters of 
the Dead Sea fresh and pure. 9 There will be swarms of living things wherever the water of this river flows. Fish will abound 
in the Dead Sea, for its waters will become fresh. Life will flourish wherever this water flows. 10 Fishermen will stand along 
the shores of the Dead Sea. All the way from En-gedi to En-eglaim, the shores will be covered with nets drying in the sun. 
Fish of every kind will fill the Dead Sea, just as they fill the Mediterranean. 11 But the marshes and swamps will not be 
purified; they will still be salty.

12 Fruit trees of all kinds will grow along both sides of the river. The leaves of these trees will never turn brown and fall, 
and there will always be fruit on their branches. There will be a new crop every month, for they are watered by the river 
flowing from the Temple. The fruit will be for food and the leaves for healing.

2 - Light is also representative of life and holiness and truth. In contrast darkness is where evil dwells and related to death.  
Zechariah prophesied about this day:

Zechariah 14:6-11 (NLT) - On that day the sources of light will no longer shine, 7 yet there will be continuous day! Only the 
LORD knows how this could happen. There will be no normal day and night, for at evening time it will still be light. 8 On 
that day life-giving waters will flow out from Jerusalem, half toward the Dead Sea and half toward the Mediterranean, 
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flowing continuously in both summer and winter. 9 And the LORD will be king over all the earth. On that day there will be 
one LORD-- his name alone will be worshiped.

10 All the land from Geba, north of Judah, to Rimmon, south of Jerusalem, will become one vast plain. But Jerusalem will be 
raised up in its original place and will be inhabited all the way from the Benjamin Gate over to the site of the old gate, 
then to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king's winepresses. 11 And Jerusalem will be filled, safe at 
last, never again to be cursed and destroyed.

3 - “No more curse” is a reference to the removal of the curse that was pronounced after the fall of Adam and Eve.  This is also 
connected with the reference to the reappearance of the “Tree Of Life” and the eventual reality of God’s people seeing his face. 
Here is what God said in Genesis 3:

Genesis 3:14-20 (NLT) - Then the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all 
animals, domestic and wild. You will crawl on your belly, groveling in the dust as long as you live. 15 And I will cause 
hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring. He will strike your head, and you will 
strike his heel."

16 Then he said to the woman, "I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy, and in pain you will give birth. And you will 
desire to control your husband, but he will rule over you." 

17 And to the man he said, "Since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat, 
the ground is cursed because of you. All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it. 18 It will grow thorns and 
thistles for you, though you will eat of its grains. 19 By the sweat of your brow will you have food to eat until you return 
to the ground from which you were made. For you were made from dust, and to dust you will return."

The Curse:

1 - the devil would be in a battle with humans
2 - woman would experience pain in childbirth
3 - woman will look to be complete through relationship with her husband
4 - man will look to be complete through work
5 - work will be hard, unproductive and painful
6 - the earth is cursed and corruption of the original creation tarnished
7 - humans will die

These things are seen all around us in the world we now live in and they make life difficult and hard, and end with 10 out of 10 
people dying.  However, the greatest consequence of the curse that came because of sin is the broken relationship with God.  
Here’s how Genesis 3 concludes:

Genesis 3:22-24 (NLT) - Then the LORD God said, "Look, the human beings have become like us, knowing both good and evil. 
What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then they will live forever!" 23 So the LORD God 
banished them from the Garden of Eden, and he sent Adam out to cultivate the ground from which he had been made. 24 After 
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sending them out, the LORD God stationed mighty cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden. And he placed a flaming sword 
that flashed back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

Humans are expelled from the Garden of Eden, losing not only their ability to access the tree of life (which apparently was how 
they were going to be able to live forever) but also marking the end of their close relationship with God.  The place that God had 
Created to be their home and to be the place of communion with Him is now being guarded by a mighty angel with a flaming sword!

With the curse ending in Revelation 22, the ramifications of the curse end.  The tree of life returns enabling humans to be healed 
and live forever, the creation will be restored with water and light in abundance - and God himself is on the earth with His 
people - face to face.  This is the greatest part of eternal life.

The hope of God’s people is to dwell in the holy city, the new Jerusalem.  We will reign with God as priestly kings and queens.  
The city will be beautiful and free from all threats or even thoughts of evil, suffering or trouble. It will be full of joy and 
peace and the praises of God.  The creation will be made new with life and fertility abounding.  The tree of life will bloom 
profusely.  Human relationships will be made right with envy, strife and conflict ending.  The animal kingdom will live in 
harmony as well.  All of the faithful people of God will be together, resurrected to eternal life.  The saints will be living with 
new bodies, free from pain or limitations. The unrestrained glory of God will be enough to send the sun into retirement.

But, the best part of eternal life is that God himself will be among us.  That is the best part of eternal life.  And this is God’s 
plan for you. He wants to be with you forever and has done all that is needed to make that happen for sure.  Trials and 
temptations continue for now, but God’s power is greater. God’s commitment to his people in general and to you specifically are 
unquestionable.  

So while we swim in the Babylonian muck around us - keep your heart anchored in the hope of the coming river of life which will 
wash away all the darkness and death. And remember that this river doesn’t just flow to bring renewal to the world, which it 
will do - this river’s origin is from the throne of God and of the Lamb because they will be with us on that day, forever and ever.
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